
Kellogg Science Family Night 

 

Date:  Thursday May 2, 2013 

Time:  6:30pm – 8:00pm 

Location:  Mahoney-Hewat Science & Technology Center at Housatonic Valley Regional High School 

General information 

Students in grades 5-8 will participate in a Science Family Night event as part of our three year cycle for 

major science events (science fair, invention convention and science family night).  The purpose is to 1) 

provide the middle school students with an opportunity to learn science in a creative, engaging way, 2) 

practice public speaking and presentations skills, and 3) create an event in which middle school students 

can help instruct elementary grade students about interesting science topics and ideas.  The event will 

also help Kellogg School showcase some of the students’ scientific thinking and presentation skills to the 

local community as well.  

 

Student Roles 

Students in grades 5-8 will prepare presentations in which they teach an audience about a particular 

science event or demonstration.  However, this is not just a show and tell type presentation.  The 

students will learn how to guide the audience through the scientific process of predicting the outcome 

of the event, collecting factual data and finally drawing a conclusion before the student reveals the 

answer and explains the outcome.  Most of the presentations will focus around discrepant events or 

events in which the outcome is unexpected and surprising.  Middle school students will be picking their 

event from a list, but also have the opportunity to propose and request approval for their own science 

event to demonstrate.  Students should speak to Mr. Markow to determine whether the event can be 

demonstrated safely and successfully on the science family night. 

 

Student grades and responsibilities 

All students will be graded on their in class presentations, with a portion of the grade based on 

attendance and performance at the evening event.  A rubric will be provided to students so they can 

self-assess their own presentations.  The evening event will only be a success with the commitment of 

students and families to support and attend.  Please mark the date on your calendar and plan to attend 

not only as a form of support for the Kellogg students, but also as a fun learning opportunity for children 

and adults.  If your child has a conflict and cannot attend, please write me a note at the earliest 

opportunity possible so that we can plan accordingly.     



Parents’ Role 

Parents are encouraged to talk to their children about the importance of public speaking skills and ways 

they have used those skills in their lives.  Parents are welcome to act as an audience at home for their 

child practicing their presentation.  Also parents are encouraged to attend the evening event on May 2.   

A few parent volunteers would be very helpful at the event night to assist in monitoring stations and 

helping students with any problems that might arise.  Please talk to me if you might be willing to help 

and I can explain the role in more detail. 

 

A Sample of a Student Presentations Outline 

1) Welcome audience 

2) Present the audience with the question  

3) Gather predictions from the audience 

4) Ask why? – gather details or an explanation for why they predict it will happen 

5) Demonstrate the experiment and ask the audience what they observed (data) 

6) Ask “Is this what you expected?” and “Why do you think this happened?” 

7) Encourage audience to draw a conclusion based on their observations 

8) Explain the reasoning and teach the science concept, especially if the audience is confused by 

the outcome 

9) Congratulate participants for their successful use of scientific thinking as they witnessed the 

science event.  

 

As we get closer to the event, I will send updates with more details.  This flyer and the grading rubric will 

also become available on the website soon.  I’m looking forward to working with the middle school 

students on what will hopefully become a very fun and memorable experience for them. 

 

 



 


